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1.

After submission of an article to the Editor in Chief, the
Editor reads it and forms the first opinion whether the article
is worth going through the process for publication purposes.
The Editor may advise on corrections to be made as he
deems fit and sends the article back to the author for
necessary action. After making the corrections the author
resubmits the article.

The Editor in Chief then sends the article to a reviewer for
evaluation of the article and advises the Editorial Board on
the following:
(a) Originality and contribution to knowledge;
(b) Relevance of the article in terms of substance;
(c) Propriety of the format;
(d)  Whether the article should-
= be published as it is;
= be published after corrections indicated by the
reviewer;
= not be published at all.

After effecting corrections or improvements suggested by
the reviewer the author resubmits the article to the Chief
Editor for further processing.

The review team comprises all senior staff of the University
of Dar es Salaam School of Law, i.e., those with PhD
degrees and Professors and other qualified staff from
outside the UDSM School of Law. An article is sent to a
reviewer depending on the expertise of the said reviewer in
the particular area of the law. The School has 13 professors



who are PhD degree holders and 15 PhD degree holders
who are not yet professors.
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SUPERVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS IN
TANZANIA: THE PLIGHT FOR INDEPENDENT
ELECTORAL ORGANS

Daniel A. M. Shayo*

Abstract

Local government elections provide an opportunity for
people to choose their immediate leaders at the grass-root
level. They are means to ensure democracy at such levels.
Prompted by events and results of the 2019 local
government elections, this study examines the efficiency of
the existing laws and regulations on local government
elections in ensuring free and fair elections. The results
point out to lack of independence and neutrality of election
supervisory bodies at the said levels. The study
recommends review of the whole election system at grass-
root level in order to ensure free and fair elections.

Key Terms: Local Government Elections, Election Supervision,
Independence of Election Supervisors

1. GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

In October 2019, Tanzania held historical local government
elections. The elections were historical not only because of events
that transpired before and during such elections but also because
of the extent to which the ruling Party won. In the said elections,
the leading opposition Parties boycotted the elections’ by alleging

* Dr. Daniel A. M. Shayo is currently a Lecturer and the Head of the Department
of Economic Law, University of Dar es Salaam School of Law (Email:
dmsafiri1@yahoo.com)

! On the circumstances and the boycott itself, see Paget, D. “Why Tanzania’s
Local Elections are More Important than they Might Seem.” Available in the
Internet at: https://africanarguments.org/2019/11/15/why-tanzanias-local-
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